
Name:________________________________________     Date:________________  ORAL ARGUMENT RUBRIC 

 High Degree of Competency Some Competency Limited Competency 

Structure 

of Argument 

Begins by stating “Honorable Chief Judge and 

Associate Judges, May it please the Court, my 

name is ____ and I represent _____;” Gives 

roadmap of argument; Organization clear; 

Uses transitions; Emphasizes important and 

best arguments; Never directly refers to 

opposing counsel; Judicious use of time; 

States request for relief; If appellant, reserves 

time for rebuttal. 

 

Meets some of the high degree of 

competency criteria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meets few of the high degree of competency 

criteria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Preparation &  

Familiarity 

with Material 

Demonstrates comprehensive knowledge of 

the record and relevant authorities; 

Demonstrates application of law to the facts; 

If appellant, asks if the court would like a brief 

recitation of the facts. 

Demonstrates some knowledge of 

the record and relevant 

authorities; Demonstrates some 

application of law to the facts; If 

appellant, asks if the court would 

like a brief recitation of the facts. 

 

 

 

Demonstrates little knowledge of the record 

and relevant authorities; Does not 

demonstrate application of law to the facts; If 

appellant, does not ask if the court would like 

a brief recitation of the facts. 

Response to 

Questions 

Answers begin with “Yes, your honor” or “No, 

your honor”; Provides authority (if applicable); 

Transitions smoothly from responses to 

arguments; Does not talk while a judge is 

talking. 

Answers some questions directly; 

Provides some authority; Some 

awkward transitions from 

responses to arguments; Does not 

talk while a judge is talking. 

 

 

  

Does not answer questions directly; Provides 

little or no authority; Many awkward 

transitions from responses to arguments; Talks 

while a judge is talking. 

 

Style/Tone Respectful to panel; Effective use of notes; Respectful to panel; Not effective Not respectful to panel; Reads notes; Awkward 
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Demonstrates candor; Word choice is concise 

and effectively conveys concepts; Persuasive; 

Skillful use of various stylistic devices (e.g., 

repetition, parallelism, anecdotes, analogies, 

distinctions) greatly enhance effectiveness. 

use of notes; Demonstrates 

candor; Several instances where 

word choice does not convey 

concepts accurately; Attempt to 

use at least one stylistic device, 

but it does not enhance 

effectiveness. 

 

  

word choice; No attempt to use stylistic 

devices to enhance effectiveness. 

 

 

 

 

 

Poise Composed; Spoke audibly and clearly; 

Maintains eye contact with entire panel; Limits 

use of hand gestures; No or few space fillers, 

such as um/uh. 

Does not meet two of the 

following: Spoke audibly and 

clearly; Maintains eye contact; 

Limits use of hand gestures; Some 

space fillers. 

 

 

  

Visibly discomposed; Speaks inaudibly at 

points; Seldom maintains eye contact; Hand 

gestures distracting; Many space fillers. 

 

 

Comments 

 


